Fifty Years of Iron and Steel

which a church organist: had invented to super-
sede the leather bellows. At the beginning of

the present war., Germany stood second in the
list of the world's producers of pig iron, with a
tonnage of almost 12,000,000 as compared with
30,000,000 in the United States and 9,000,000

for England,

France has never been a great producer of
iron and steel, and the history of those indus-
tries on Gallic soil has been about the same as
in other parts of Europe. In none of the old
world nations was much progress made in the
ten centuries preceding the Nineteenth, but since
that time the growth of iron and steel manufac-
ture has been rapid. The Krupp Works at
Essen, Germany, and the Creusot Works in
France were founded about the beginning of the
last century and since that time both countries
have advanced rapidly in the use of improved
methods. France produced about 4,000,000
tons of pig iron in 1915. Her great steel works
are now almost exclusively devoted to the man-
ufacture of munitions of war.

The blast furnace made its first appearance in
England in the Fifteenth Century and there, as

everywhere else, the result was an astonishing
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